
Atkinos: Governorôs Challenge- Gran Maru   
 

Governor Cawale has made a challenge to each town in her district: showcase the best your town 

has to offer and the people will vote on the most beautiful city. The winning town will get a 

reward of 10,000 special gold schulmonetas.  Such a lucrative prize attracted the attention of 

several towns. Gran Maru, Atkinos and Atkiniros all got their entries submitted before the 

deadline. Schulmanidad was a bit late ï the town council was tied up dealing with a major new 

project and unable to finish the required paperwork. In this update, we will see the great civic 

spaces of Gran Maru, still the largest city in Atkinos District and all of Schulmania ï and the 

governorôs hometown! 

 

The town centers on the Via Balenarossa, Avenue of the Red Whale. Balenarossa connects the 

port to the Civic Palace, which, despite its great age, is still the largest governmental structure in 

Schulmania. The main square is still anchored by the distinctive arch, but the walkway is littered 

with a few more monuments than the last time we visited Gran Maru. Now, letôs examine the 

Gran Maru entry for the Governorôs Challenge. 

 

 



 
 

Business has never been better. The town is still growing, but not as rapidly since the island is 

nearly built out. 



 
 

The beach around the port has been improved, borrowing from Risa the idea of an all sand 

beach. The Customs House has been moved right by the port and new shops line the shore. 

 



 
 

The improved shoreline continues south, past the mint, close to Southpark. 

Letôs now see the grand avenue of the first planned city in the world. It still captivates the visitor. 



 

 
 

The financial district runs near  the shore, south of Balenarossa. Maritime Hall (front left) is a 

bustling commerce and trading center. The Governor Cawale Statue is at lower right. 

 



 
 

Closer to the heart of town, theatergoers enjoy the Cawale statue along with the equestrian 

Supreme Wirdle monument and the Column of Champions. The golden dome of the Roane-

Anderson Technology Coop is a new addition, serving to innovate and bring the Supreme 

Wirdleôs vision of future glory to life. 

 



 
 

The Civic Palace still anchors the western end of Balenarossa. At lower right can be seen the 

new FIFA Consulate, hosted by the Bureau of Feline Affairs. 

 



 
 

The townôs aqueducts are still running perfectly, after centuries of use.  

 



 
 

Some of the green median of Via Balenarossa was paved over for monuments. The statue of 

Schulmanicus Rex, mythological founder of Schulmania, sits astride the avenue and is 

surrounded by lovely plantings. 

 



 
 

The district government outgrew the original colonial offices and now also occupies the former 

First National Bank of Schulmania building (left of the Spirit of Betasix Monument). 

 



 
 

This view, looking south, gives a wider perspective of Via Balenarossa. It is the pride of the 

district for its fine vistas. 

 

Letôs take the closer look at the area right around the Civic Palace. The small shops once there 

have been displaced by larger structures. Some small buildings remain, but demand has been 

high to build bigger. 

 



 
 



 
 

The Civic Palace and Spirit of Betasix Monument 

 



 
 

The back side of the Civic Palace. Across the plaza is the townôs cat college, Excalibur 

University, which features a sunny courtyard for cats to curl up and snooze between classes. 



 

 
 

The plaza around the Civic Palace 

 

Hereôs a few random views around town. 

 



 
 

Governor Cawaleôs house backs up to Southpark and exclusive shopping. 

 



 
 

 

 
 

Southpark 



 

 
 

Via Arcos has fewer trees in the median these days, but plenty of style! 

 



 
 

At the eastern end of Via Emelina sits the new Gran Maru Mint. It produces coins for most of 

Atkinos District and now ships to Wirdleonia. 

 



 
 

One last view of the new and improved waterfront. 

 



The heart of town is at the arch. It serves as a town focal point and signature landmark. The 

largest cluster of civic structures and monuments is here. Letôs see how it has changed. 

 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 




