
Devonshire: The Beasts of the East 
 

The massive colonial expansion to the south led to a severe strain on natural resources. The 

Schulminions have always tried to be reasonably good stewards of their resources, but tripling 

the population has made resources at bit more scarce. Both Gran Maru and Atkinos became 

larger than any town on the home island. The fleets of ships being built and the massive 

construction strained the forest supplies. New resources needed to be secured. The district 

governors met with the Supreme Wirdle at Wirtyplace to determine a course of action. It was 

decided to send a fleet of exploration to the east. The World Ocean had to that point only been 

sailed for a distance of a few miles from shore. Now, it would be fully explored and charted. The 

expedition would be led by three renowned naval heroes: Captain Brian Driver, Captain Splunt, 

and Captain Erich von Bremerhaven. Coordinating their efforts was newly-appointed Admiral 

Miles Macintosh. Admiral Macintosh was renowned and admired for his ability to process 

complicated problems and render great results as needed. His technical prowess developed as a 

result of his aversion to windows, which began when he was a child. To escape windows, he 

chose a life at sea and became an expert at charting new territories and generating quality maps 

of new territories. The Admiral commissioned a fleet of 60 ships for the great exploration of the 

east. Three groups of 20 would each be commanded by a Fleet Captain (as the new rank was 

bestowed upon the three leaders by the Supreme Wirdle). Macintoshôs flagship, The SS Apple, 

would lead the way.  

 

 
The Eastern Fleet of Discovery, as shown in a period engraving 

 

The fleet assembled at Smightower and stored provisions for the journey. Crew members were 

recruited across the realm. Skilled sailors were needed, of course, but other specialists were also 



sought. Cartographers, botanists, biologists, chemists, civil engineers and even journalists joined 

the journey. Letôs examine a sample of the crew manifest from Fleet Captain Spluntôs flagship, 

the SS Nikonia.  

 

Crew Member Job Title 

Fleet Captain Splunt Commander, First Fleet; Captain, SS Nikonia 

Commander Wayne Irmo First Officer, SS Nikonia 

Lieutenant Jack Monkaroo Second Officer and Chief Simian, SS Nikonia 

Lieutenant Jorge Curioso Third Officer and Asst. Chief Simian 

2
nd

 Lieutenant Grape Ape Navigator 

2
nd

 Lieutenant Ty Bonsai Biologist, Plush Animal Specialist 

Ensign Simon Skylark Ground Transportation Specialist 

Ensign Sidney Saturn Quartermaster 

Crewman Llama Llarry Waste Management & Disposal 

Crewman Ty Dangles Biologist, Plush Animal Specialist Understudy 

Jr. Deputy Crewman Mets Puppy Leak Detector 

Asst. Jr. Deputy Crewman Baby Birdy Provider of Aerial Views 

 

As the launch date for the fleet approached, excitement built to almost untenable levels across 

the nation. When the day finally arrived, over 10,000 Schulminions gathered around the tower 

and along the shore to watch the largest fleet ever assembled depart for unknown territory.  

 
 

The gallant crew of the SS Nikonia salutes the crowd as they head out to sea 

 

A fairly uneventful sail ensued as the fleet headed east. The World Ocean was usually calm. A 

gentle breeze gave the fleet some difficulty as they sailed. Despite the slow going, spirits 



remained high. After a few course corrections, the fleet proceeded due east. Saturday morning, 

right after breakfast,  Crewman Nano Ipod aboard the SS Apple spotted land. The ships broke 

formation to explore and chart the coast. This data would be processed by Admiral Macintosh to 

decide upon a landing area. The crew noticed the lush green hills which rose from the shore and 

were impressed with the bounty of the wildlife.  

 

Some interesting topographical features were noted, including one not found in previously 

explored areas ï a small inlet was found, leading inland to an unknown source in the hills 

beyond. Admiral Macintosh decided the fleet would anchor in this inlet for safety. Once safely 

anchored, the crew landed and began setting up camp. 

 

Letôs explore with the crew the new land in the east. 

 

 
 

The approach to the inlet was a bit rocky. Luckily, the Fleet Captains had extensive experience 

and all ships made it through successfully.  

 



 
 

 
 



 
The shores looked like a good place to set up camp. 

 

 
It was a bit steeper as the ships approached the end of the inlet. 



 

 

 
The surveying team generated this map of the inlet after scouting the area. The inlet was named 

Devon Creek. 

 

 



 

 
 

The steep shore offered protection from the elements but made transporting provisions from ship 

to shore rather difficult. 

 

Scouting expeditions fanned out from the temporary base to explore the surrounding areas. 

Reports came back about abundant flora and fauna. The land was fairly hilly and moderately 

forested.  Letôs review excerpts of some of the reports from the expedition, housed in the 

archives in Explorers Hall in Smightower.  

 

Cartography Report #4 
Lt. Tucky M. Wise 
 
We left camp at 0800 and headed east. We encountered some low hills but could see larger ones off 
in the distance, further east. The first landform we encountered is shown below: 
 



 
 
The green hill sloped gently on the leading edge and sharply on the trailing edge. Nearby we found 
the following low rise: 
 

 
 



 
Here, the more gentle slopes were intermittently forested. As we progressed east, we encountered 
higher hills, some of which had steeper inclines on their faces, as shown below: 
 

 
 


